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A Former Jihadist’s Confessions 
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Human interpretation of religion is, in effect, an elucidation of God. Religious and secular 
scholars throughout history have understood God in different ways. Claims such as “my God,” 
“your God,” or that “one conception of God is superior,” have divided humanity and 
undermined efforts to grasp the idea of God. No one can possess God or claim their 
understanding is better than another’s. 
 
Humans often view God through anthropomorphic concepts or forms, yet God exists beyond 
any mortal perception. Rather, He may be seen as a supernatural life-sustaining energy within 
everything. Whether we believe in Him or not, we cannot move beyond His boundaries, for the 
limits He has set are fixed. 
 
When I was a jihadist, my understanding of God was entirely different from today. I believed 
God belonged only to me, that the God of Islam was the only true God, and that the gods of 
other religions were false human inventions. I believed my God commanded me to destroy 
anyone whose understanding differed from mine. This concept of God was instilled in me from 
the teachings of those around me. 
 
In my former life, I mistakenly believed I could possess God. In truth, no one can “own” Him; 
rather, He owns everyone and everything in the universe. God is not extreme, nor does He 
command people to be extreme in their actions or understanding of Him. He is complete love, 
compassion, and mercy. He asks nothing from us except that we follow the rules and 
restrictions He has prescribed. 
 
Just as we follow the laws of the countries in which we live, we must also follow the edicts of 
God’s universe. Many people obey His commandments, striving to please Him within religious 
borders, out of a desire for paradise. Many judge others through a religious lens. Yet they 
often forget that religion is only one of many paths toward Him. In fact, God’s existence 
extends beyond religious confines and lives within and among His creations. For this reason, 
He made human beings superior to all other creations in the universe, including angels. 
 
Religion is very important to me because it taught me how to please God and where to seek 
Him. Once I comprehended that His existence extends beyond religious boundaries, I stepped 
outside the exclusive walls of my religion (stopped judging others through my strict religious 
perspective) while continuing to practice as a Muslim. I chose to serve humanity regardless of 
others’ religious beliefs, because this is where I found the presence of God.  
 
Must we hate anyone to please Him? Must we seek paradise in order to follow Him? Must we 
belong to a particular religion to find Him? I do not believe so. Every path leads to Him, and 
every person can follow Him in their own unique way. We should not serve Him merely to 
attain paradise; rather, we should seek His acceptance through our efforts to benefit humanity 
in His name. Once He accepts us, we move beyond paradise into His happiness. 
 


