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During his more than fifteen years at Amazon, Ethan Evans helped invent Prime Video, Amazon
Video, Amazon Appstore, Merch by Amazon, Prime Gaming (formerly Twitch Prime), and
Twitch Commerce. He led global teams of over 800 and holds more than seventy patents.
Ethan has reviewed 10,000+ resumes, conducted 2,500+ interviews, made 1,000+ hires, and
was an Amazon Bar Raiser and Bar Raiser Core Leader, responsible for training and maintaining
Amazon's group of interview outcome facilitators.

Ethan helped advocate for and draft the Amazon Leadership Principle (LP) "Ownership”—the
words, "They never say 'that’s not my job.”” are Ethan’s (You can read the story at:
https://levelupwithethanevans.substack.com/p/thats-not-my-job-how-i-wrote-a-part

At Amazon, Ethan promoted eight reports from Senior Manager (Amazon L7) to Director
(Amazon L8), contributed to 25+ Director promotions, hired 10+ Directors internally and
externally, and drove the promotion of 3 engineers to Principal. Of his former reports, 2 are
current Amazon VPs (L10) and five are C-Suite outside Amazon.

Ethan retired from Amazon as a Vice President in September 2020 to pay forward his good
fortune. Prior to Amazon, Ethan spent twelve years at three startups. Ethan now teaches
leaders to become true executives.

You can subscribe to the Level Up Newsletter to get weekly advice for no BS career
breakthroughs by visiting:
https://levelupwithethanevans.substack.com

Ethan also offers a range of "Level Up Leadership” Development Courses that go in-depth on
topics like "Breaking Through to Executive,” “"Stronger Executive Presence,” “"Managing Up
Successfully,” “Leadership Networking,” and more.
Live Online Courses can be attended by visiting:

https://maven.com/ethan-evans
On-Demand Courses can be taken by visiting:

https://ethan-evans.mykajabi.com

If you'd like to connect, you can find Ethan on LinkedIn at:
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ethanevansvp/

You can contact Ethan on his website for inquiries about corporate training, speaking requests,
and podcast appearances at:
https://www.ethanevans.com/contact



What the Universe Taught Me About Faith
ETHAN EVANS

I believe it takes far more faith to believe there is no God than to believe that God exists.

I was raised as an atheist. Members of my family, led by my father, venerated science. They
felt that religion, on the other hand, was unscientific and unproven.

I remember when we were young, my sister confidently asserted that believing in religion
should disqualify people from being able to go to college, because it showed that they were
just too stupid to attend. Although I was a young child at the time, I argued that they had to
attend so they could discover why their beliefs were all wrong.

The surprising thing that I later came to understand is that it actually takes far more faith to
be an assured atheist than to believe in God. And the ironic part is that the reasons are largely
scientific, versus solely philosophical.

Modern science places the Big Bang at approximately 13.8 billion years ago. Comparatively,
the average human lifespan in developed countries covers just over eighty of those years. To
help you with this scale, if the entire history of the universe were compressed into five years,
a typical human life would last around one fleeting second. Your existence would speedily pass
by in much less time than it would take you to read this short sentence. That is the totality of
the blink of an eye that we occupy in cosmic history.

Now consider the sprawling expanse of observable space. The same Big Bang left us with a
voluminous universe spanning billions of light-years across. We know many stars have planets,
and here we are, anchored to just this one. As large as it seems to us, how much of our world
has anyone really seen? Even if a person were to spend every second of their life traveling,
they could never see more than a small fraction of it. Astronomers suggest that there are more
stars in the sky with planets than grains of sand on Earth. Just look at any beach or an aerial
view of a sweeping desert and try to contemplate the multiple trillions of grains of sand there.
Then imagine: the planets vastly outnumber them all.

In summary, we live for an instant on just one minuscule rock in a huge universe. We are
literally less than a tiny fleck on a small speck. That is all we know of this nearly limitless time
and space. And yet atheists claim with absolute certainty that they have the answer!

Sure, it takes faith to believe in God. But I believe it takes much more faith to be so certain
that in all those billions of years, across all those trillions of planets, that there’s not something
larger than ourselves that we don't understand.

This information and logic don’t prove that God exists. I think it clearly demonstrates though
that atheism—the lack of belief in God—is a considerably less likely alternative.

And therefore, I choose to believe.



