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Embracing the Sparks of Uniqueness
JULIA MOSSBRIDGE, MA, PHD

I guess I'm going to interpret this assignment differently from how I think other essayists
will do it. That's because I think what’s needed isn’t an elevator pitch for God (God does
fine without marketing), but an elevator pitch to God. It's about time that we humans do
our best to try to explain why the heck we have such a hard time living in harmony with
the Earth and caring for ourselves and one another. So here’s my attempt to explain to
God why I believe things are so incredibly difficult here on Earth.

God, I know that you know what you did here. You made extreme diversity as part of your
master plan. Serious differences. Here’s just one example: some people love to prance
around, la-de-da, not a care in the world, while other people fret, frown and worry their
lives away. How are these personality opposites supposed to tolerate one another, much
less live in harmony?

But that's not the worst of it. There’s rich and poor, sick and healthy, scared and
courageous, criminals and the just, merciful and the merciless, all living as neighbors and
even under the same roofs. You made us all, made us all at once, and all in the same place.
I figure you know why you did that, but sometimes it would feel really good if you’d let us
in on the plan.

Perhaps we humans think it would be best if everyone were an exact carbon copy of
everyone else. But no, not really. As I look across the room to see my husband, who is so
different from me, I am filled with the joy and humor of our uniqueness. When I get off
the phone after talking to my parents or my son, I feel more dissimilarities — laughter and
tears emerge from those beautiful cracks. Even when I interact with a neighbor who has
lost her way and is not kind on that given day, there’s a shine to our argument - our
difference becomes a connection. And when I, likewise, am unkind to someone else on a
day I can’t seem to find love - again, the light shows up in a surprising way and I am
reminded of You.

Ah, so now I think I get it! I see what you've done here. At least in this moment, I can
see how you created us in your glittering, multifaceted image. I see why you’ve done it
too. It's so we can hopefully show you the joyful sparks that arise in our connections and
our differences. You want to watch us dance like beautiful fireflies, lighting up the vast
heavenly elevator as we move up and down with the pains and joys of our lives.

Thanks for listening as I try to pitch your own creation to you. I feel a bit silly — and a lot
loved. What a gift we have in us. What a gift we have in You.



