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The 20t*"-Century’s Unexpected Reversal
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Is it not true that the question of whether or not God exists is the most important question
of our lives? For if He does not exist, we are merely particles fortunately organized by chance
and necessity—particles that will disintegrate at death and recompose into something else:
a blade of grass, perhaps, in some distant forest. No one will remember us after a few
centuries. What we do with our lives is of ho importance whatsoever. There is no essential
difference between us and a mosquito; we are just larger and more intelligent. If this is true,
it is good to know so that we may eat, drink, and dance in total serenity and without regret,
for in the end, nothing counts and nothing matters.

Conversely, if God exists, everything counts and everything is important, because the
prospect of eternal life is open to us if we act well. This is the teaching of all monotheistic
religions.

It is therefore surprising to see so few people genuinely engaging with this question, or
devoting even a fraction of their time to it. We often hear dismissive claims: “This question
is indeterminable—there is no point in thinking about it!” or “There is no proof of God's
existence; if there were, we would already know!”

And yet, in an unexpected reversal, the 20th century produced a great number of scientific
arguments showing that the materialist thesis has become highly improbable—if not
altogether untenable. A few clarifications of this new reality are in order.

If God does not exist, our universe must be eternal. On this, everyone agrees. It could not
have had a beginning, for the Greek philosopher Parmenides established the principle long
ago that "out of nothing, nothing comes.” A universe could not emerge from nothingness. If
our universe has a beginning, it necessarily had a cause.

However, in less than 100 years, modern science has converged on several independent lines
of evidence that suggest an eternal universe is, in fact, highly improbable:
e The Second Law of Thermodynamics has shown that every closed system inexorably

deteriorates, which points toward a finite past.

e Relativity and the expansion of the universe have shown the necessity of a beginning,
whether it be our Big Bang or something that preceded it.

e Modern physics has shown that nothing in the universe is infinite.

e Mathematics—through the work of Hilbert and Cantor—has formalized that infinity is a
purely and uniquely mathematical concept.

e The fine-tuning of the universe has forced materialists to retreat into the multiverse theory
which posits the existence of an infinity of universes. For those who once prided
themselves as “unbelievers,” they now find themselves forced to believe in a series of
theses as improbable as they are bizarre.

So the thesis of God's existence reemerged as the simplest and most probable explanation.
What an extraordinary reversal of the situation compared to the beginning of the 20th
century.
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